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Gamma-lLambda Hall of Fame Weekend
September 26-28, 2025

Join us Friday, September 26th for the Open House and Hall of Fame Dinner as we
show off the initial house improvements then recognize alumni for their achievements
in their personal and professional lives, followed by dinner at the chapter house.
Then on Saturday, ISU football will take on the Arizona Wildcats where we will be
hosting a tailgate at the chapter house for undergraduates and alumni, starting
three hours prior to kick-off. Watch your email and snail mail for RSVP notices as the

date approaches.

-Men of the Year-

Thomas R Smith Don Van Houweling

‘38 '66

-Hall of Fame Inductees-
ks

Denny Sadowski
‘68
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79

Corey Walker

Save the Date

Alumni, undergrads back home for
the summer, and their parents are
invited to 237 Ash to spend the day
assisting with the completion of the
first round of house improvements
started back in February. The goal
is to build fellowship between
undergrads, alumni, and parents by
working together to make sure the
house is ready for undergrads to
return in a few weeks for their work
week and the fall semester.

We encourage alumni and parents
to bring tools, cleaning equipment,
and supplies to the house and
donate to the chapter any nearly
new items that you don't have a use
for any more. Following the work
day, attendees are welcome to stick
around for additional fellowship.

Please arrive at the house
by 9am on July 25th.

Use the QR code to RSVP let us
know if you would like to attend.

https://iowastatekappasigma.org/2025-
brotherhood-and-work-day-rsvp



Letter from our
Building Corporation
President

| am reaching out to you with exciting updates regarding our beloved
chapter house at 237 Ash Avenue. For our alumni brothers who aren’t
aware, the house was confronted with a major setback during the
summer of 2024. It has been over 30 years since our last renovation.
After years of deferred maintenance, the plumbing system failed, and
our undergraduate brothers were forced to move out. An emergency
meeting was held on July 19th to discuss the fate of the house and
the chapter. More than 50 alumni and active members attended the
meeting in person and by Zoom. It was on this call that many of us
first became aware of the gravity of the situation. The current owners
wanted to sell the house. In addition, the house required hundreds of
thousands of dollars in repairs and upgrades in order to make it livable. In
the meantime, the 80 plus current members were scattered throughout
Ames, without a house in which to conduct chapter meetings, rush
events and fellowships, and with no place to call home.

During this meeting, we reached a consensus that the house needed to
be saved. We realized that, without a house, the 116 consecutive years
of the Gamma-Lambda Chapter would likely come to an end.

Thanks to the hard work and focused efforts of our fellow Kappa Sigs, |
am excited to announce that our beloved chapter house is once again
owned by our Building Corporation (BC), and we have a plan in place
to revitalize the property and ensure its lasting legacy for current and
future members.

Before | outline our plans to revitalize the chapter house, | want to thank
brothers Rob Hayes ‘67, Whitey Stange ‘75, Greg Murtha 79, Dave Sly
'82 and Tyler Timm "17 for answering the call to save the house. We spent
much of last fall negotiating terms with the former owners tc reju che se
the house. These negotiations led to a deal that included @ coinplete
upgrade of the plumbing system, new windows and a repaired roof.

We also spent last fall reestablishing the BC and the ISU Gamma-
Lambda Educational Foundation, as well as bidding out the remaining
improvements necessary to make the house livable for our current
members.

| would also like to thank the dozen alumni who donated funds to
provide the 35% equity needed to acquire the house. Because of their
generosity, the Building Corporation took ownership of 237 Ash on
January 6, 2025. On January 19th, we held an alumni update meeting
at the chapter house and via Zoom. More than 60 brothers were in
attendance. During the meeting, the BC presented a four-phase plan
to return the house to pristine condition and ensure its protection for
generations to come.

Those four phases comprise:

1. Acquire - Purchase 237 Ash Avenue (completed)

2. Stabilize - Complete improvements necessary for chapter
members to move back in by August 2025 (in progress)

3. Secure - Pay off loan, allowing BC to own the chapter house free
and clear

4. Revitalize - Capital expenditures, additional upgrades, reserves

Corey Walker* 96

We completed Phase 1 with the purchase of the chapter house,
and Phase 2 (Stabilize) is currently underway. This phase requires
an investment of $500,000 for new flooring, sheetrock, fixtures,
holding costs, etc. Work started in February on these necessary
renovations, scheduled to be completed this summer, in time for
brothers to move back into the house before the start of the 2025-
26 school year.

A tip of the cap to the undergraduate members. They've kept up
morale and maintained the brotherhood through the upheaval
of the 2024-25 school year, holding weekly chapter meetings,
continuing recruitment efforts and competing in Greek events.
Many brothers have also contributed sweat equity to Phase 2
improvements by completing demolition, painting and other tasks
to keep down costs and have skin in the game.

This month, we're kicking off the first fundraiser for 237 Ash since
the early 1990s. Our goal is to raise more than $1.5 million to
support Phases 2, 3 and 4 of our plan. We're asking for your support
in ensuring our beloved chapter house is able to welcome Gamma-
Lambda brothers for years to come. To learn more and support the
cause, please visit www.iowastatekappasigma.org.

As part of the reestablishment of BC, we have refreshed our
commitment to our chapter in several ways. In addition to being
stewards of the physical property, our goals are to provide
chapter oversight, improve communication with alumni and
undergraduates, and create value for undergraduates through
mentoring and career opportunities. If you're interested in giving
back, we're looking for volunteers to serve in Building Corporation,
Advisory Board, and Educational Foundation roles.

Also, please save the date to celebrate with us in Ames the weekend
of September 26-27. We will be hosting an alumni open house at
237 Ash, with additional activities planned during the lowa State
vs. Arizona football weekend. We look forward to showing you the
progress that has already been made!

We've come a long way over the past year, but we still have a long
way to go. Fortunately, we share the strength of our bond and our
commitment to Kappa Sigma. Like a Phoenix rising from the fire,
with your help, our chapter house will return to prominence.

Thank you for your support.

Corey Walker ‘96
Kappa Sigma Building Corporation President



Grand Master REPORT

Hello everyone! | am Moises Valencia. | am a senior at
lowa State majoring in Biology. I'm from Buffalo Grove,
lllinois and have found a strong passion for healthcare
and medical research in my tenure at lowa State. My
master plan is to become a dentist. This last summer,

l interned at Clarke where | conducted mosquito
testing using PCR to detect diseases like the West

Nile Disease. As | prepare to start dental school, | am
focused on gaining hands-on experience to strengthen
my scientific background and staying up to date in

the latest advancements concerning oral health. The closer | get to completing
my major in Biology, the more | am fascinated by the overlap of biology with
dentistry and how it impacts patient care efforts. When I'm not living in a house
under active renovation, | am golfing, hanging out with brothers, or putting my
best foot forward to learn everything | can and create a positive impact within the
organization, and for the greater community!

This semester marked a crucial point in the evolution of Gamma-Lambda Kappa
Sigma as an organization as a whole. Even though we all knew the state of the
house was in the air, we still dedicated ourselves to our studies, social relations,
and overhauling the culture of the house as a whole. We placed 2nd in Greek
Week, worked closely with concerned alumni, and tried to make a positive
statement to anyone it concerned every step of the way.

This past semester has been quite a ride. From learning about each new endeavor
involving the fraternity, to being the only soul living in a mansion under active
renovation, to staying on top of my school work; it has been a transformative time
for me. | have got to know many different alumni, brothers, or really anyone that
came around enough much more than | ever thought possible. In the fall, we are
looking to expand our community, philanthropic, and social endeavors to the next
level and set a new standard for how Greek Life at lowa State should be viewed. |
look forward to the coming months and can't wait to meet each and everyone of
you who take the time to come see what we have going on! It will be worth

your time.

Moises Valencia '22

Update Your Contact Information & Share Your Interests

https://www.iowastatekappasigma.org/
alumni-info-and-interest-survey CREATE

Executive,
Building
Corporation,
Advisory &
Educational
Foundation
Boards

2025
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Grand Master - Moises Valencia 22
Grand Procurator - Mike Os ‘24
Grand Master of Ceremonies - Jacob Gray 24
Grand Scribe - Joe McPartland '24
Grand Treasurer - Robert Menard Il '23
Brotherhood Chair - Dane Petty ‘24
Leadership Chair - Jack Webber '24

Scholarship Chair - Lucas Goldenberg 23

Service Chairs - Noah Young 23,
Thomas Spanos ‘23, llias Abumayaleh 25

Social Chair - Nick lavarone '24
Mental Health Chair - Jack Henderson ‘23
Recruitment Chair Head - Nathan Sarfo '24

Recruitment Committee - Carter Anderson ‘23,
Manni Butterbaugh ‘25, Kyle Vowels ‘25,
Anay Shah 25, Mike Os 24

Homecoming Gen-Co's - Silas Roy ‘23,
Isaac Lewis ‘23

Yell Like Hell Committee - Nick lavarone ‘24,
Mike Os '24

Risk Manager - Mike Os 24,
Thomas Spanos ‘23

Guards - Anay Shah '25, Pranav Goyal ‘25
Alumni Chair - Dane Petty 24

BUILDING CORPORATION BOARD
President - Corey Walker ‘96

Treasurer - Whitey Stange 75

Secretary - Tyler Timm "17

Directors:

Robert Hayes '67

Gregory Murtha '79

David Sly '82

Luciano Bertagnolli ‘21

ADVISORY BOARD
Alumnus Advisor (AA) - Luciano Bertagnolli ‘21

GAMMA-LAMBDA EDUCATAIONAL
FOUNDATION BOARD

President - Looking to fill this position
Treasurer - Whitey Stange ‘75
Directors:

David Sly ‘82

Corey Walker ‘96

Tyler Timm 17



Phase 2: (Stabilize)
Update

In February 2025, led by brother David Sly ('82), work
began on the improvements necessary for members
to be able to move back into the house. These
improvements are scheduled to be completed on July
25th. Below is a list of the completed updates and
improvements.

New windows, sills and treatments

Replacement of two furnaces and added two new air conditioners

Roof patching and updates to gutters and downspouts

Major plumbing updates and replacement, which required substantial

drywall removal

Entire house drywall repairs, texturing and painting

New subfloor for entire house and LVP flooring installed throughout

New carpet and furniture additions to the Formal Room

All new LED light fixtures (interior and exterior) and replacement of

exit and emergency lighting

All new bathroom fixtures including vents, showers and vanities

e All new exterior and interior doors, handles, pushbars and electronic
access system

e Major sprinkler update and replacement of nearly all sprinkler heads

and alarm smoke detectors

e Repairs to fire escape and
external kitchen stairs

e New study room desks, chairs
and cabinets along with
extensive built-in repair

e New & donated furniture for
pledge lounge and 2nd floor
landing

e New cold air dorm carpet, bunk
bed frames and mattresses

BI‘OthCI'S, As Kappa Sigma at lowa State prepares to celebrate 100 years at 237 Ash Avenue and 116 years of continuous

brotherhood on campus, it's impossible not to reflect on the generations of men who have passed through our doors—each leaving behind
a legacy, each shaping what our chapter is today.

Today, the newly formed Building Corporation is hard at work laying the foundation for the next 100 years. We've made exciting progress,
but we can't do it alone. This is a call to action—a call to all brothers, especially our younger alumni, to reconnect, re-engage, and help write
the next chapter of our story.

We need volunteers—to mentor undergrads, to advise the chapter, and to help plan our upcoming Hall of Fame Open House and
% BBQ, a moment that will bring together brothers of all generations. Volunteer here: [https://www.iowastatekappasigma.org/
alumni-info-and-interest-survey] or at the QR code on the left.

And yes, we need your support. Financial contributions—big or small—go directly to the house and the experience we offer to today’s
brothers. If you've ever laughed on the porch, stayed up late building float frames, or leaned on a brother in a tough time, then you know
what that support means. You're not just giving back—you're passing it on.

Donate here: [https://www.iowastatekappasigma.org/donate] or at the QR code to the right —»

Back in the early '60s and again in the '90s, brothers stepped up to ensure the house was there for the next class.
Because of them, you had a home at ISU. Now it's our turn.

| recently read a thought-provoking piece in The Atlantic on “The Lost Generation.” In an age of screens, isolation, and Al-driven
communication, the role of Fraternities and Sororities has never been more vital. Kappa Sigma teaches what can't be coded: how to lead,
how to connect, how to care. Our Four Pillars—Scholarship, Fellowship, Leadership, and Service—aren't just ideals. They're tools that shape
lives.

Brothers, | hope you'll join us. Whether by giving your time, your energy, or your resources—your involvement matters. Let's come together
to ensure that future generations of Kappa Sigs have the same unforgettable experience we did.

A.EK.D.B.,
Rob Hayes, Class of 1970 (rjhayes2@msn.com | 515-988-4419)
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Gamma-Lambda Men o

of the Year

awd Hall of Fame Inductees

Man of the Year Thomas R. Smith 38

* Thomas was born in Boone, lowa, and was a proud brother of the
Gamma-Lambda Chapter of Kappa Sigma.

e Career - Team captain of the lowa State football team; named
lowa State Athlete of the Year (1940-41); later served as a U.S.
Navy blimp pilot in World War II.

* Chapter Involvement - Balanced fraternity life with athletics,
academics, and his family’s florist business.

e Community Involvement - Assisted firefighters during the
Agricultural Engineering Building fire, sustaining injuries while
helping others.

* Legacy - Passed away in a 1944 crash off Catalina Island. His
legacy lives on through the stories shared, lives touched, and a
wool blanket honoring his name and bond to Kappa Sigma.

Man of the Year Don Van Houweling ‘66

* Donis a proud lowa State alumnus and Kappa Sigma brother.

¢ Career - Founder and President of Van Wall Equipment; expanded
the company to over 30 locations in nine states with more than
700 employees.

* Chapter Involvement - Active member during his undergraduate
years.

e Community Involvement - Lifelong advocate for agricultural
development and entrepreneurship.

¢ Legacy - Embodies the values of hard work, leadership, and vision
that Kappa Sigma upholds.

Man of the Year David Sly '82
¢ Dave graduated from lowa State in Industrial Engineering (1985)
and went on to earn his MS (1990), MBA (1994), and PhD (2004).

e Career - Founder of CIMtechnologies and Proplanner; now a
full-time professor in the College of Engineering; co-owner of
Madison Properties and Mancave Estates.

¢ Chapter Involvement - Served as House Manager; managed
VEISHEA campus tours; inducted into the Gamma-Lambda Hall
of Fame (1998); board member for over 30 years.

¢ Community Involvement - Provides financial and material support
to Gamma-Lambda as well as multitudes of different projects
spanning decades of dedication benefiting Ames and hometown.

¢ Quote - "Gamma-Lambda means lifelong friendships and the
opportunity to grow with an incredible group of men.”

Hall of Fame Inductee Denny Sadowski ‘68

* Denny earned a degree in Industrial Administration (1971) and a
Master's in Psychology.

e Career - Owner of CO-HA Builders; Applied Surfacing Technology;
Known for turf fields, synthetic tracks, and gymnasiums.

e Chapter Involvement - Served as Grand Master of Ceremonies
and later as President.

e Community Involvement - Campus Chest Treasurer, intern in the
Dean of Students office, led leadership programs for the Greek
system.

¢ Legacy - Known for his deep involvement and humorously
remembers “washing one hell of a lot of dishes” to get through
school.

Hall of Fame Inductee John Curry ‘75

e John earned his degree in Agricultural Business (1979) from
lowa State.

¢ Career - President of Eagle Creek Land Company; led
businesses including Curry Bros Motorsports, Curry
Relocation Company, and Becher-Curry Company.

¢ Chapter Involvement - Lifelong supporter of Gamma-
Lambda.

e Community Involvement - Served on church committees;
Exalted Ruler of the local Elks Lodge; Inspro’s top salesperson
with AAI designation.

* Legacy - Proud father of four, including daughter Carolyn, a
Nebraska State Senator.

Hall of Fame Inductee Mitch Quirin ‘74

* Mitch studied agronomy at lowa State.

e Career - Leader in the seed industry; President of the lowa
Seed Association.

* Chapter Involvement - Acted in theater, revived the
VEISHEA float tradition, supported the Texas Tech chapter
and housing campaign.

e Community Involvement - Active in church, charity, and
community theater.

* Legacy - Lives in Storm Lake with his wife Kimberly and son
Joshua; credits Gamma-Lambda for shaping his life and
leadership.

Hall of Fame Inductee Greg Murtha ‘79

* Gregis a retired engineering executive with a distinguished
career at Amana, Randell/Dover, and Lennox.

e Career - Held leadership roles in HVAC and earned multiple
patents.

* Chapter Involvement - Two-time Doc Hannum Award
winner; former Grand Master; current member of the
Gamma-Lambda Building Corporation.

e Community Involvement - Active in Pleasant Hill, lowa,
where he lives with his wife Beth.

e Legacy - Continues to support the chapter and community
with leadership and service.

Hall of Fame Inductee Corey Walker '96
e Corey earned his degree in Community & Regional Planning
with a minor in Economics (1999)

o Career - Senior Vice President at Platform Ventures; Leader
in real estate investment; serves on UMKC's Real Estate
Advisory Council.

* Chapter Involvement - Former Grand Master; co-chair of
the 1999 Yankee Conclave; member of the Gamma-Lambda
Building Corporation.

e Community Involvement - Lives in Leawood, KS with his wife
Tracy and daughters Samantha, Leah, and Anna.

® legacy - Proud to have his daughter Samantha now
attending lowa State and continuing the Cyclone tradition.
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Braydon Burds ‘22

Anticipated Grad Year: 2027 Major: Mechanical Engineering Hometown: Chisago Lakes, MN

Career Plans: Braydon plans to complete his degree in Mechanical Engineering and pursue a career as a pilot in the
U.S. Air Force. Braydon is currently deployed in The United Arab Emirates working as a refueler on MQ9 Reaper Drones
that run reconnaissance in areas of interest in the Middle East. Burds says the highlight of his deployment was providing
support to POTUS when he traveled to the Middle East for negotiations. Braydon started his Air Force career by enlisting
into the Minnesota Air National Guard while still in High School and proceeded to complete basic and technical training
in 2022. Throughout his time in the ANG he has provided support to 6 air exercises across multiple theaters including
CENTCOM, USAFE, and PACAF. His goal after this deployment is to complete his degree in Mechanical Engineering and
become a pilot for the Air Force. He is pictured above with Air Force One.

Chapter Involvement (Current or Past): Grand Master of Ceremonies
Campus Involvement (Current or Past): Air National Guard, various Air Force operational support roles

What Does Gamma-Lambda Mean To You? “Gamma-Lambda represents a place of belonging, leadership, and accountability for Braydon.
Despite the demands of military service and academic rigor, the chapter was a constant source of support and camaraderie. It's where he built
lasting friendships and had the opportunity to lead with purpose.”

Favorite Chapter Memory: Braydon enjoyed his time serving on the Executive Committee and appreciated every moment he spent with his
brothers before deployment. He loved living with his best friends during his time here and getting to cherish every moment with them.

Advice for New Members: "Don't be afraid to take on leadership roles or to serve in ways that challenge you. Whether on campus or
halfway across the world, your actions reflect your values-so lead with character, and the brotherhood will always have your back.”

Jack Webber ‘24

Anticipated Grad Year: 2028 Hometown: Strongsville, OH
Major: Management Information Systems and Supply Chain Management with a minor in Cybersecurity Engineering

Career Plans: | plan to earn a Master of Business Administration (MBA) to further develop my leadership and strategic
decision-making skills. My goal is to begin my career as a project manager, where | can lead cross-functional teams and
drive innovation. Over time, | aspire to grow into an upper management or C-suite role at a large organization, where | can
contribute to long-term business success and organizational transformation.

Chapter Involvement (Current or Past): Leadership Chair & Greek Week Display Chair

Campus Involvement (Current or Past): lowa State University Marching Band State Storm Drumline, ISU CSE (Computer Science and
Software Engineering) Club, Business Peer Mentor, Delta Sigma Pi Professional Business Fraternity, Business, Industry, and Technology (BIT)

Career Fair Ambassador, lvy Seminar Series for Emerging Leaders, Gerdin Leaders Academy, ISBA (Information Systems and Business Analytics)
Club

What Does Gamma-Lambda Mean To You?: “To me it's more than just a fraternity-it's a support system that has shaped my character,
challenged me to lead with integrity, and provided lifelong friendships. Through my involvement, I've developed skills in communication,
accountability, and coordination, all of which have helped me grow personally and professionally. Gamma-Lambda has given me opportunities
to step up, serve others, and contribute to something greater than myself. It's where | learned that leadership isn't about titles, it's about
showing up, setting the tone, and being someone others can count on. I'm proud to be part of a chapter that holds itself to high standards and
constantly works to improve our campus, our community, and each other.”

Favorite Chapter Memory: “One of my favorite chapter memories is my first Dad's Night-it was a great opportunity to celebrate with my
family and grow closer to them. | also really enjoyed I-Week, where | had a lot of fun connecting with older brothers and building stronger
relationships with the ones closer to my age.”

Advice for New Members: My advice for new members is to get involved early and often. Don't hesitate to run for leadership positions, even
if you're just starting out. And remember, you don't need a title to make a meaningful impact-there are plenty of ways to contribute and help
strengthen our chapter.

Kyle Vowels ‘25

Anticipated Grad Year: 2028  Major: Forestry B.S. Hometown: Brooklyn Park, MN

Career Plans: Work for the DNR in either Minnesota or Montana, or go into smoke jumping or lumber industry
Chapter Involvement: Recruitment Chair

Campus Involvement: Pickleball Club & Forestry Club

What does Gamma-Lambda Mean to You? “My new home for my time at lowa state and a chance to meet lifelong
friends!”

Favorite Chapter Memory: My Dad's Night painting the 3rd floor with my boys one Friday night.

Advice to New Members: “"Enjoy every moment you have at K sig, and really get to know the other guys in your pledge class, they'll be the
closest friends you make during pledging.”

7
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Your Support
Makes a Difference!

Your gift helps support our facility renovation,
career program, sending members to leadership
conferences, and scholarships.

For those of you in a position to discuss a larger
gift (@ named gift of $5,000-$250,000), please
contact Rob Hayes at rjhayes@msn.com or
515-988-4419. Rob will send you a more detailed
campaign brochure that explains methods of
giving and recognition, and how you can give to
our Educational Foundation and receive a tax-
deduction. Rob can also discuss how to give via
RMD's (Required Minimum Distributions) and
securities and its tax advantages.

For the rest of you, please consider a one-time or
monthly recurring gift to our Building Corporation
or Educational Foundation of $10-$100 per month
or one-time gift of $100-$2,500. If you do not
need the deduction, please consider donating to
the Building Corporation as it is non-educational
space where the most work in the facility is being
completed.

No matter what avenue you choose, know your
support — your continuing engagement — is always
deeply appreciated and is put to good use.



